i$6    HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL
politician, of ancient lineage mTlieoplmibtian htuatuie, isairaigned
nowheie more humorously than in the several passages with the
upholsterer and his fellow-wiseacres who spend their leisure laying
down the law on the state of Kurope and the futuie of the Grand
Turk.1 That favoutitc of the cluiactei-writeis, the pedantic
critic, icappears in Tom Folio, the "learned idiot/' who was
convinced of the infallibility of Virgil, because he had lead him
several times in the edition of Heinsius, tc and after the strictest
and most malicious examination, could find but two faults in him:
one of them is in the sRneid, wheie theie are two commas instead
of a parenthesis ; and another in the third Georgic> wheie you may
find a semicolon tuined upside down."2 Steele did yeoman's
service foi civilization in his censure of gambling, duelling, and
the chaiteied licentiousness of the age, whilst Addison v/asnot less
efficacious in his appeals for a greater refinement of manners. Says
the poet Gay, in The Present State of Wit (1711) :
Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town, that they weie a parcel of
fops, fools, and \ am coquettes ; but in such a manner, as even pleased
them, and made them more than half inclined to believe that he spoke
the truth. . . . Instead of complying with the false sentiments and
vicious tastes of the age, either in morality, criticism, or good
breeding, he has boldly assured them that they were altogether in
the wrong, and commanded them, with an authority which perfectly
well became him, to surrender themselves to his arguments for virtue
and common sense. 'Tis incredible to conceive the effect his writings
have had on the town ; how many thousand follies they have either
quite banished, or given a very gieat check to ; how much counten-
ance they have added to viitue and religion ; how many people they
have rendered happy, by showing them it was their own fault if they
were not so ; and, lastly, how entirely they have convinced our fops
and young fellows of the value and advantages of learning.3
This was to continue the work of the manuals of polite culture
so fondly compiled or translated from foreign idealists and propa-
gandists in Tudor times, to make real progress on the road mapped
out in Eityhues ; it was to be a hundredfold more effective than
the efforts of the character-writers, rendered so barren by their
deluded pursuit of verbal wit and intellectual hair-splitting. The
programme of The Spectator was clearly announced by Addison in
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